
BIOGRAPHY - DIVISION OF PRIVATE OCCUPATIONAL SCHOOL BOARD 

MEMBERS: 
 

 

JoAnn Stevens 

Time on the Board: Appointed July 3, 2019 – July 1, 2023.  

For nearly ten years, JoAnn Stevens has served in upper level management at Aveda Institute 

Denver, a NACCAS accredited cosmetology school, located in Denver, Colorado. In her current 

position as Campus Director, Mrs. Stevens regulates educational standards so that her students 

acquire technical skills and knowledge which prepare them for graduation, licensure, and job 

placement. As a branch of Aveda Corporation, a well known and prestigious global cosmetics 

company with institutes located throughout the United States, Aveda Institute’s training 

standards and practices are governed by its institute model. To keep relevant with industry trends 

and new regulations, Mrs. Stevens receives ongoing development from the school’s accrediting 

agencies and Aveda Corporation annually. The Board benefits from Mrs. Stevens’ higher 

education and cosmetology experience. She wishes to aid standards that foster and improve the 

quality of education and educational services for occupational schools in the State of Colorado. 

Mrs. Stevens believes education changes lives and she is a profound believer in occupational 

schools. 

  

Richard Behbehani  

Time on the Board: Appointed June 6, 2017 – July 1, 2018.  

Currently, Abbas Richard Behbehani is the Senior Vice President and Portfolio Risk Manager at 

Guaranty Bank & Trust and has been with the company since 2014. He is primarily responsible 

for designing, implementing and establishing credit monitoring process and procedures for the 

bank’s commercial loan portfolio. Prior to his role at Guaranty Bank & Trust, he was the Vice 

President and Commercial Banking Portfolio Manager Team Lead. Mr. Behbehani was 

accountable for statewide commercial banking relationships for companies with sales revenues 

ranging from $10 million to $500 million. Additionally, he has worked for Norwest/Wells Fargo 

Bank overseeing credit enhancements, analysis and loans. Mr. Behbehani attended the University 

of Colorado at Boulder where he received his Masters of Business Administration in Finance. He 

completed his Bachelor of Arts in Economics and Political Science at CU Boulder as well and 

also attended the Culver Military Academy at Culver, Indiana. We are excited to have Mr. 

Behbehani serve on the Board as a representative of the financial community and look forward to 

his invaluable knowledge of the lending industry to assess the financial sustainability of our 

institutions. 

 

Shelley Krovitz  

Time on the Board: Appointed August 30, 2013, to replace a member whose term expired June 

30, 2014; Reappointed July 1, 2014 - July 1, 2018.  

Prior to her retirement from private practice of law, Ms. Krovitz was a lawyer and President of 

the Krovitz Law firm, P.C. She was chosen by her peers to receive the distinguished award as 

“2010 Super Lawyer”. She was also a lawyer and shareholder of Isaacson, Rosenbaum P.C. Her 

areas of concentration were commercial real estate and commercial mediation. Before practicing 

law, Ms. Krovitz had a 12 year career in education as a classroom teacher and Learning 

Disabilities Specialist. She holds a bachelor’s degree from the University of Colorado, a master’s 

degree from Northwestern University and a juris doctor degree from the University of Denver, 



College of Law. Over the years, Ms. Krovitz has been committed to community service and 

community activities – the list is as long as it is impressive. She received several leadership 

awards and has worked as an advisor, vice president, president and chair of many well 

established boards and associations. We are so fortunate to have her tremendous experience, 

diligence, compassion and thoughtful process on our Board of Private Occupational Schools.  



Paul E. Garibay Jr.  

Time on Board: Appointed July 29, 2015 -July 1, 2018.  

Mr. Garibay is the Assistant Director of Ambulatory Pharmacy at Denver Health and Hospital 

Authority. Denver Health is the safety net hospital for the City and County of Denver and Mr. 

Garibay oversees the operations of nine ambulatory pharmacies, which dispense over one million 

prescriptions annually. He also is in charge of hiring for all ambulatory pharmacy positions at 

Denver Health. Mr. Garibay has over 20 years of ambulatory/retail pharmacy experience and 

serves as an Advisory Board member for Pima Medical Institute. He has worked with several of 

the private occupational schools in the Denver area, establishing externships and permanent 

employment with pharmacy technician graduates. He brings an understanding of the 

requirements necessary for private occupational school graduates seeking employment. Mr. 

Garibay is a 1994 graduate of the University of Colorado and holds a BS in pharmacy degree. 

  

Ryan Z. Minic  

Time on Board: Appointed October 13, 2016 – July 1, 2019  

Ryan Z. Minic is the Campus Director for Pima Medical Institute in Denver, Colorado. He is a 

member of the Association of Educators in Imaging and Radiologic Sciences and has a vast 

knowledge of radiology from his 20 years of experience in the field. Before becoming the 

Campus Director, Mr. Minic acted as the Radiography Program Director for Pima Medical 

Institute for 13 years. Before PMI, Mr. Minic worked in several healthcare fields including 

clinics and hospitals. This experience is invaluable to our Board as Colorado is home to several 

schools that specialize in Radiology. He is a 1999 graduate of The Ohio State University and 

holds a Master’s of Public Health (MPH) in Health Services Administration, College of 

Medicine and Public Health and received a Bachelor’s of Science in Radiologic Technology. He 

is a strong advocate for quality education in this sector and recognizes that maintaining standards 

is critical to the higher education landscape. 

 

Christopher Reister 

Time on Board: Appointed June 13, 2018 – July 1, 2022  

Christopher Reister is the President of Steel-T Heating Inc. in Englewood, CO. His business 

currently employs 61 Colorado residents and frequently hires apprentice installers and 

technicians from Private Occupational Schools. Prior to his role as President of Steel-T Heating 

Inc., Mr. Reister was the Chief Financial Officer for 12 years. He is the recipient of the Carrier 

Presidents Award and has received numerous Market Dominance Awards from Carrier West 

over the past 20 years. Additionally, Mr. Reister was honored with the Denver Better Business 

Bureau Longevity Award. Mr. Reister received his education from the University of Northern 

Colorado in Greeley, Colorado and received a Bachelor’s Degree in Business in 2000. His 

licenses include the City & County of Denver Supervisor Class A License and the National 

Standard Master Mechanical License through the International Code Council. As a business 

owner that has experience with hiring students from Private Occupational Schools, Christopher 

Reister is a strong and knowledgeable addition to the Board.  

 

Tim Guerrero 

Time on Board: Appointed March 9, 2018 – July 1, 2020 

Tim Guerrero is the current Academic Dean of Spartan College for the Broomfield, CO campus. 

Mr. Guerrero has 21+ years of Aviation Maintenance experience in the United States Air Force 



and is a retired rank Chief Master Sergeant. He is an experienced Technical Education Leader 

with more than 15 years of school management experience. Mr. Guerrero is a certified Aviation 

Maintenance Instructor with more than 9 years of teaching experience. He has 7 years of 

experience managing projects involving state-of-the-art electronic and mechanical systems and 

has experience in Aviation Maintenance Quality Assurance program management. Mr. Guerrero 

was selected by the FAA as ARAC Working Group Member to revise 14CFR Part 147 and was 

selected in 2014 to the Board of Directors for the Aviation Maintenance Technical Council. Tim 

Guerrero brings valuable insight and experience in Occupational Education and Quality 

Assurance to the Board as a Private Occupational School Dean. 

 


