
 
 
 

 
Colorado Application for State Financial Aid  
 

The Colorado Application for State Financial Aid (CASFA) creates opportunity and access to 

higher education for undocumented students who do not have lawful immigration status. The 

CASFA allows Colorado ASSET students to receive state-funded financial aid at postsecondary 

institutions. Those who do not meet the eligibility criteria below are still encouraged to apply 

for institutional aid using the CASFA. 

 

 
To qualify for Colorado ASSET in-state tuition per House Bill 22-

1155 passed in 2022, an undocumented student must: 

 

• Have attended a public or private high school in Colorado  

for at least one year immediately before graduation or 

completed a High School Equivalency (HSE) diploma in 

Colorado. One year is defined as two academic terms 

immediately preceding graduation or HSE examination  

in Colorado.  

• Have continuous physical presence in Colorado for  

12 months preceding the start of the semester. 

• Apply for and complete an affidavit with the College 

Opportunity Fund (COF) indicating that you have applied for 

legal presence or will apply as soon as you are eligible to do so. 

• Submit official final Colorado high school transcripts indicating one year of  

attendance at a Colorado high school immediately preceding graduation or  

submit official HSE transcript, if applicable. 

 

Fact Sheet 

https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb22-1155
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb22-1155
https://cof.college-assist.org/
https://cof.college-assist.org/


 

Who is eligible to apply? 
 
CASFA is a safe, easy way to apply for state financial aid if 
you are an undocumented student. 
 
Students who are not eligible for Colorado ASSET can use 
the CASFA to apply for institutional aid. 
 
If you are eligible for federal financial aid, you should 
complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FASFA). 
 

 

How to Apply 

Please visit the CASFA webpage for more information and to apply directly.  

If you are a student, you can apply here.   

 
If you have questions regarding the application, please contact the financial aid office at the institution 

you’re applying to. If you have technical difficulties with your account, contact CASFA@dhe.state.co.us. 

 

 

CASFA Status Update July 2024 

The number of financial aid applications 

processed has been increasing annually,  

with the 2024-25 application cycle expected  

to surpass previous records. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“CASFA positively supports families and  

is a logical next step in efforts to erase 

equity gaps and put college in reach for  

the families who benefit most from a 

postsecondary education.”  

 

Dr. Angie Paccione, Executive Director,  

Colorado Department of Higher Education 

 

For More Information 

Colorado Department of Higher Education https://cdhe.colorado.gov/ 

https://cdhe.colorado.gov/students/preparing-for-college/colorado-application-for-state-financial-aid 

1600 Broadway, Suite 2200 

Denver, CO 80202 

 

(303) 862-3001 

 

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://cdhe.colorado.gov/colorado-application-for-state-financial-aid
https://cdhestudentxprod.regenteducation.net/
mailto:CASFA@dhe.state.co.us
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcdhe.colorado.gov%2F&data=05%7C01%7CBeth.Hunter%40dhe.state.co.us%7C2c4aa75b2a5e4d075f8508db151ab97e%7C472b2de6094648849c95a8326b5e99f5%7C0%7C0%7C638126976751380694%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KKZmbl%2B08yJDEP4Jzo5FTvcYZu01qC6DFghr9xQ0jcc%3D&reserved=0
https://cdhe.colorado.gov/students/preparing-for-college/colorado-application-for-state-financial-aid
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