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CDHE data 
landscape

• Various measures related to the 
success of students as they navigate 
the postsecondary landscape

• Connection points between K-12 
education and workforce

• Using work sessions to take a book 
from the library and dive deeper into a 
chapter

• Aligning conversations to some of 
the potential drivers associated with 
the new Strategic Plan



Focus today on connections and topics related to postsecondary

SURDS

• In May 1985, the Commission on Higher Education began to develop the Student Unit Record Data 
System (SURDS) to support the development of statewide admission standards.

• The data collected from Colorado institutions has expanded to include Enrollment, Undergraduate 
Applicant, Degrees Awarded, Financial Aid, and Teacher Education.

• SURDS files are the official source of data for public postsecondary education in Colorado. Among 
the general uses of enrollment file data are:
• providing information on the numbers of students enrolled in Colorado postsecondary 

education institutions and the characteristics of students who receive these degrees.
• reporting IPEDS enrollment data to the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) by 

student gender, race/ethnicity, and specified program codes.
• calculating graduation rates generating a yearly profiles.

https://cdhe.colorado.gov/data-research/data/general-information

https://cdhe.colorado.gov/data-research/data/general-information


SURDS files and reports
https://cdhe.colorado.gov/data-research/data/documentation
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Preparation

• Leverage data provided in each of these files for a variety of reports related to postsecondary success
• https://highered.colorado.gov/Data/Reports.aspx

• May join files together to compare outcomes for various population groups

https://cdhe.colorado.gov/data-research/data/documentation
https://highered.colorado.gov/Data/Reports.aspx


SURDS Course



SURDS Enrollment and SURDS Degree



Examples of reports
Retention rate report:

• https://highered.colorado.gov/Publications/Reports/Enrollment/FY2018/2018_RetentionRates.pdf

Graduation rate report:

• https://highered.colorado.gov/Publications/Reports/Enrollment/FY2018/2018_GradRates.pdf

Transfer summary:

• https://highered.colorado.gov/Publications/Reports/Enrollment/FY2018/2018_Transfer_Summary.
pdf

Past year reports can be found by filtering on the “publications” page:

https://highered.colorado.gov/Data/Reports.aspx

Currently, these are static PDFs.  The Data, Research, and Policy (DRP) team at CDHE looks forward to 
showcasing these data in more interactive formats in the future.

https://highered.colorado.gov/Publications/Reports/Enrollment/FY2018/2018_RetentionRates.pdf
https://highered.colorado.gov/Publications/Reports/Enrollment/FY2018/2018_GradRates.pdf
https://highered.colorado.gov/Publications/Reports/Enrollment/FY2018/2018_Transfer_Summary.pdf
https://highered.colorado.gov/Data/Reports.aspx


Report on Educational Equity
https://highered.colorado.gov/Publications/Reports/Equity/EquityReport_2020.pdf

https://highered.colorado.gov/Publications/Reports/Equity/EquityReport_2020.pdf




SMART Act report
https://highered.colorado.gov/Publications/Reports/Legislative/General/2021/CDHE_SMARTAct2021.pdf

https://highered.colorado.gov/Publications/Reports/Legislative/General/2021/CDHE_SMARTAct2021.pdf








• https://cdhe.colorado.go
v/my-colorado-journey

• https://www.mycolorado
journey.com/

• https://www.mycolorado
journey.com/journey/to
ols

• Free, groundbreaking 
statewide platform that 
connects you to work, 
education, support 
services and action 
planning

https://www.mycoloradojourney.com/journey/tools
https://www.mycoloradojourney.com/journey/tools
https://www.mycoloradojourney.com/journey/tools
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